
Best Practices 
 
Kindergarten 
 

1. Interactive writing — mini lesson 
▪ Capitalize first word 
▪ Period at the end 
▪ Inventive spelling 
▪ Spaces 
▪ Words vs. letters 

 
2. I use weekly Take Home Bags in my classroom. There are 25 bags that rotate each week. The bags 

are an extension of concepts taught in my kindergarten class. Students have six days to complete as 
many activities in the bag as they want. They are to do the bags with an adult. These are used to 
promote family interaction and a home/school relationship. Students fill out a response journal with 
each bag with their parents. (Sample)

 
3. Teacher composes a morning message of 2-3 sentences. With children around her, she begins to 

write message on white board/overhead. She spells as she writes. As the year progresses, children 
can give initial consonant sounds or spell high-frequency words. Message can be used to teach 
initial consonant sounds, high-frequency words, convention of print, letter recognition, etc. It helps 
the children see that print has meaning. 

 
4. Compare and contrast using Venn diagram with stories; talk about similarities and differences, i.e. 

The Mitten by Jan Brett and The Mitten Alvin Tresselt. 
 

5. Predictable Chart—this is an activity that can be incorporated daily into a routine. (Sample) 
  
 Days 1 and 2—whole group. Students focus on topic question/statement, i.e., “What is your 

name?”  Each child makes statement, i.e., “My name is Shane.” Or “My name is Sara.” List in 
sentence format each child’s response. 

 Day 3—Children help read through, coming up and pointing to their sentence and reading aloud. 
(Touch Reading) 

 Day 4—Sentence builders: focus on each word, sounds of letters, and letters. 
 Day 5—Make a class book. Children get their sentence cut up, must draw picture, and put 

sentence together. 
 
6. Circle Activity—Language Arts Lesson for Lower Elementary—this lesson includes a think 

aloud, shared reading of The Mitten by Jan Brett, and a circle song activity. Text innovations and 
extension activities are also provided. (Sample lesson) 

 
7. Words We Know Wall or Write The Room—Classrooms label items in their classroom or have a 

“word wall.” Children are directed to “write the room.” As they write the room, they can write the 
words on the provided cards. 

 



8. Sticker Stories—Children choose a sticker from the sticker box and “write a story about the 
sticker.” Kindergarten students will be encouraged to use inventive/temporary spelling. (Sample 
sheet) 

 
9. Using Predictable stories and poems to develop concepts of print—(Sample) 
 


